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License 
The text in this document is released under the license Creative Commons CC0 1.0 
Universal. The text of this license can be found at 
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode��. 

 

This license allows for use without restriction and without attribution. 
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Introduction 
 

In order to ask ourselves who we are as a community today and who we want to be in 
the future, we must know who we have been as a community in the past. And like most 
school districts, the names of the Charlottesville City Schools provide us with a 
window into that past, as many of the buildings have been named after one or more 
individuals who occupy parts of our shared history.  

 

Current facilities naming policy (FFA-R), which can, but does not have to, be used for 
naming new schools indicates that this should be (1) for “a significant contribution to 
the division,” and (2) that the person will have made a “lasting impact” that was 
“exceptional and well beyond expectation.” The FFA-R naming policy also stipulates 
that a school may be considered for renaming if “a future nominee matches and/or 
exceeds those standards of the person(s) or business(s) for whom the facility is 
currently named.”  

 

As detailed in this document, George Rogers Clark is the only school namesake who 
has no connection to the school division. Evaluating the other naming criteria, however, 
is more complex. This document is meant to serve as a primer. It is not exhaustive, and 
an official study is warranted if the City, CCS, and the School Board desire to 
thoroughly examine our school namesakes. 

 

In some ways, the names of our city schools embody and reflect the contradictions 
and conflict we continue to struggle with today: those of power, racism, sexism, and 
narrative. For example, both Rebecca Fuller McGinness’s father, Charles S. Fuller, and 
Nannie Cox Jackson’s mother, Elizabeth Scott, were enslaved in the South. Whereas 
Col. Charles S. Venable enthusiastically fought beside Gen. Robert E. Lee and the 
fathers of Carrie Burnley, Sarepta Moran, and James G. Johnson in the Confederate 
Army, which sought to preserve the system of race-based enslavement. Further, 
McGinness’s great-grandmother was Cherokee, a Native American nation that Clark 
made a career fighting and killing.  
 
Assessing the beliefs, actions, and accomplishments of historical figures is difficult. 
When we evaluate the individuals and reasons behind their memorialization, we must 
consider their entire life.They lived in a different time, and had different systems of 
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value than we have today. We have this paradox: systems of power and control would 
not exist if people did not individually participate and support them, and yet in order to 
participate in these systems, people chose to conform to them.  

 

Unlike grand monuments or places named for the notorious, with many of our schools 
we have a genuine opportunity to engage in a dialogue with the past. The names of 
these schools are no longer simply a memorialization to an individual, but a set of 
memories to past students (many good, many painful), and a significant part of the 
lives of current students and parents, for better and worse. We have the opportunity to 
turn history from being a series of past events to an open acknowledgment and 
examination of how it manifested in our community, frequently in very painful ways. It is 
work we must do. 
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Summary 
 

�ª There are 10 city schools, with 13 namesakes. 
�ª They are named for: 11 people (4 white men, 4 white women, 3 Black women, 0 

Black men) and 2 places. 
�ª Of these 11 people: At least 2 of the Black women had parents who were 

enslaved by white people, at least 2 of the white men were directly involved in 
enslaving Black people, and at least 3 of the other white namesakes, perhaps as 
many as 6, had immediate family members who enslaved Black people.  

 

• Venable Elementary�� (1925) is named for ��Lieutenant Colonel Charles S. Venable 
(1827Ɲ1900)��. Venable served as aide-de-camp to Gen. Robert E. Lee from 1862 until 
1865. He was a professor at the UVA for 30 years, writing several math textbooks 
and serving on the City School Board for six years. 

• George Rogers Clark Elementary�� (1931) is named for ��Brigadier General George 
Rogers Clark�� (1752 – 1818). Clark was born in Albemarle County near the school 
building. He served as an officer during the Revolutionary War and the Northwest 
Indian War (Little Turtle’s War). 

• Johnson Elementary�� (1954) is named for ��Dr. James G. Johnson�� (1871-1957). 
Johnson received his Ph.D. in English from UVA in 1909, then became 
Superintendent of Schools, holding that position until 1946. 

• Burnley-Moran Elementary�� (1954) is named for ��Carrie Burnley�� (1864-1954) and 
Sarepta Moran�� (1875-1961). ��Burnley�� worked in City schools for 50 years, teaching 
at all levels and as principal of McGuffey for 28 years. ��Moran�� worked in City schools 
for 48 years, first as a teacher, then as assistant principal at Midway, then as the first 
principal of Venable, working there for 21 years. 

• Greenbrier Elementary�� (1962) is named for the Greenbrier neighborhood. 

• Walker Upper Elementary�� (1966) is named for ��Haswell Hunter Walker�� (1896-1992). 
Walker worked at Midway/Lane High for 42 years as a math teacher for all but three 
of those years when he was principal. 

• Buford Middle�� (1966) is named for�� Florence De Launey Buford�� (1893-1974). Buford 
worked in City schools for 37 years, first as a teacher at Midway for four years, then 
as the first principal of Clark until her retirement. 

• Jackson-Via Elementary�� (1969) is named for ��Nannie Cox Jackson�� (1865-1953) 
and ��Betty Davis Via�� (1901-1993). ��Jackson�� taught in the City for 25 years at the 
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Jefferson School, out of a 46 year career. ��Via�� worked in City schools for 38 years, 
first as a teacher at Venable, becoming principal in 1945, then as the first principal of 
Johnson Elementary for 10 years. 

• Charlottesville High�� (1974) is named after the city of Charlottesville, which itself is 
named after ��Charlotte of Mecklenburg-Strelitz��, queen consort of King George III. 

• Lugo-McGinness Academy�� (2014) is named after ��Alicia Inez Bowler 
Lugo�� (1941-2011) and ��Rebecca Fuller McGinness�� (1892-2000). ��Lugo�� served as a 
teacher and administrator in the City for several years, on the School Board for 11 
years, on numerous local Boards of Directors, and received numerous awards in 
recognition of her service to the community. ��McGinness�� taught at the Jefferson 
School for over 40 years, served in more than a dozen community organizations, 
such as the Order of the Eastern Star, Church Women United, and the Thalian Art 
and Literary Club.   
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Timeline 
• Pre-1700�� - Monacans lived, hunted, and traveled in this area for thousands of years 

• 1743�� - Thomas Jefferson born in Shadwell, Virginia 

• 1752�� - George Rogers Clark born in Albemarle County, Virginia 

• 1818�� - George Rogers Clark dies in Kentucky 

• 1826�� - Thomas Jefferson dies in Albemarle County, Virginia 

• 1865�� - Civil War ends 

• 1865�� - Jefferson Training School established for Black students and teachers 

• 1873�� - William H. McGuffey dies in Charlottesville, Virginia 

• 1877�� - Charlottesville High School is founded as the first white public high school in 
the city. It closes in 1882. 

• 1894�� - Jefferson Graded School (grades 1-6) constructed along Fourth St NW for 
Black students and teachers 

• 1894�� - Midway School (grades 1-11) constructed along Ridge and West Main for 
white students and teachers 

• 1896�� - U.S. Supreme Court establishes “separate but equal” doctrine with ��Plessy v. 
Ferguson�� ruling 

• 1900�� - Col. Charles S. Venable dies in Charlottesville, Virginia 

• 1909�� - Confederate Soldier Memorial consisting of the statue ��At the Ready�� and two 
cannons installed at Albemarle County Courthouse by committee chaired by Mary 
Southall Venable, wife of Col. Charles S. Venable 

• 1916�� - McGuffey Primary opens 

• 1918�� - Lee Park (segregated, white-only), now named Market Street Park, donated by 
Paul G. McIntire, on the site of the Southall-Venable House 

• 1919�� - Jackson Park (segregated, white-only), now named Court Square Park, 
donated by Paul G. McIntire after a Black neighborhood is razed and destroyed 

• 1919�� - ��Their First View of the Pacific�� statue of Sacagawea, William Clark, and 
Meriwether Lewis erected at the intersection of Ridge St. and Main St., funded by 
Paul G. McIntire 

• 1921�� - ��George Rogers Clark�� statue erected on what is now part of the Grounds of the 
University of Virginia, at the intersection of West Main St. and Jefferson Park Ave., 
funded by Paul G. McIntire 
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