Mortimer Yates Sutherland Jr.
Aug 6, 1912 - Jan 24, 2005

Corks and Curls (UVA yearbook) 1934
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●

What else did Sutherland do that would qualify him to have a school named for him in
1993? He only worked in Albemarle schools for 9 years, was on the Albemarle School
Board for a year or less (based only on secondary sources right now), and was on the
Albemarle Board of Supervisors for two terms (8 years). “Numerous other boards” are
mentioned in his obituary, but what there were have not been compiled. This hardly
seems enough to meet the standard for a school name. What other work or reasons
motivated this choice? One possibility is financial donations.
Sutherland was on the School Board and Board of Supervisors during a time
(1954-1963) that both bodies unanimously supported numerous forms of resistance to
the Supreme Court ruling Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka ordering school
desegregation. Sutherland was part of this resistance.
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1930-1935 - attends UVA
○ UVA BS 1934 (Math) & MS 1935 (Geology)
○ thesis: “A Comparative Study of the Virginia Granites”
1937-1944 - teaches at Scottsville High School
○ 1940 census - living on Harrison st in Scottsville as a boarder
1944-1946 - principal Meriwether Lewis Elementary - “taught math and history,
and coached baseball, basketball and boxing.”
1946 - resigns after having worked as a teacher and principal for 9 years.
1954 April 21 Sutherland appointed to School Board as Samuel Miller District
representative by the BoS, after Robert E. Turner resigned due to ill health.
1954 May 13 - Sutherland attends first School Board meeting as a member
1954 May 17 - Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka ruling
1954 May 19 - From the BoS regular meeting minutes - “Mr. Paul H. Cale and
members of the School Board appeared before the Board [of Supervisors] and
discussed the ruling of the U. S. Supreme Court with regard to segregation.” A
unanimous resolution encouraging the state to form what would later be called
the Gray Commission, and recommending the Honorable John S. Battle, former
Governor of Virginia, as chair. In 1956, the Charlottesville City Council retained
Battle’s son, John S. Battle, Jr., to oppose lawsuits to integrate that school
system.
1954 Aug - marries Phyllis Helen Green Newbarr (Jul 4, 1907 - May 1986)
1955 Nov - elected to BoS for 1956-1959 term, running unopposed.
1955 Dec 13 - BoS meeting (prior to Sutherland becoming a member the next
month), passes a unanimous resolution to "preserve the public school system
and avoid forced integration"
TBD
1957 - re-elected to BoS for 1960-1963 term.
TBD
1962 July - Albemarle School Board and BoS create informal agreement that
extracurricular activities and athletics will be cancelled if the school is forced to
desegregate
1962 July - BoS dismisses entire School Board for not changing policy to
continue sports if schools are desegregated.
1963 Fall - Albemarle desegregates, as 26 Black students attend several schools
after a court order
1963 Dec - BoS term ends
1993/4 - Mortimer Y. Sutherland Middle School named
2005 - Sutherland dies. Wills estate to UVA
2006 - UVA establishes the M.Y. Sutherland Jr. Scholarship Fund and Helen
Sutherland Berkeley Scholarship (Nursing School)

Note on Sutherland School Board appointment: Several secondary sources say that “elected to
the Albemarle County School Board in 1954”, which is incorrect because, at this time, the SB
was appointed by the BoS. Sutherland was appointed to the School Board on April 21, 1954 by
the BoS, after Robert E. Turner, representative from the Samuel Miller district, resigned due to ill
health. Turner would die in November 1954. Sutherland serves on the School Board until his
election to the BoS in November 1955, and begins his tenure on the BoS in 1956. John W.
Williams, Charlottesville district, nominated and seconded by E. H. Bain, Samuel Miller district.
Bain had been appointed after Henry Chiles, elected in 1952, left. In the 1955 election, Bain
does not run for election to the seat and Sutherland runs unopposed.
1954-04-21 School Board Minutes:

Daily Progress, May 14, 1954:

Sutherland’s first BoS meeting of the BoS 1956-01-03, “Mr. Sutherland nominated Mr. C. Purcell
McCue, Jr. to represent the Samuel Miller District on the School Board.”

Family Tree (partial)
○ Mortimer Yates Sutherland Jr. (Aug 6, 1912 - Jan 24, 2005)
■ Mortimer Yates Sutherland, Sr. (1860–1940)
● Joseph Sutherland, Jr. (1822-1892) buried in
Sutherland-Anderson Cemetery 2985 Sutherland Road
○ Joseph Sutherland (Sr.), died 1888.
● Anna Elizabeth Anderson Sutherland
○ Susan Ann Yates Anderson
■ Ethel May (neé White) Sutherland (1882–1969)
● George Willis White 1857–1932

1860 Census, Page No. 43, Schedule 2 - Slave Inhabitants in St. Anne’s Parish in the County of
Albemarle State of Virginia. Listed here under “Name of Slave Owner”, Joseph Sutherland and
Joseph Sutherland Jr. is Sutherland’s grandfather and great-grandfather.

From the 1907 Massie Map. the “Joseph Sutherland” estate listed southwest of Cross Roads is
Sutherland’s grandfather.

Text below is from “Building Namesake Biographical Research for the Albemarle County School
Board” by Shelley Viola Murphy, Jean L. Cooper, and April Burns, Paul H. Cale Elementary
School Advisory Committee Report part 2
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16xOI9aD1-bJqieA5nkMJM5uSId165Hvq/view?usp=sharing

This description of the 1962-63 School Board / Board of Supervisors conflict in not accurate. In
July 1962, the SB & BoS came to an informal agreement (not documented in BoS minutes) that
the school system should suspend dances, parties, clubs, band, and athletics if a school was
forced to desegregation as the result of a Federal court order.
Parents were livid about the prospect of sports being cancelled when the school was to be
desegregated in the Fall of 1963.
At the BoS meeting 1963-06-20, the BoS tells the SB that this decision in not in “the best
interests of the majority of the citizens of the County” and should consider at least bringing back
clubs, band, and athletics. In this resolution, the BoS includes in its resolution, referring to the
policy of suspending all the activities, “Whereas, we, the Board of Supervisors felt such action
was deterrent and would tend to discourage the application of colored children to the white
schools”. Sutherland voted against that resolution, with the minutes stating “Mr. Sutherland
stated that he voted against the Board's resolution since he also favored working with the
School Board in doing the will of the people and felt the two Boards should consult further
regarding the matter.”
The next month, at the 1963-07-06 meeting, the Board voted to dissolve the SB for not
reinstituting athletics, by a vote of 4 ayes, 1 nay (Sutherland), 1 not present (Thraves). This
should not be misinterpreted as a vote by Sutherland in support of the SB or the policy, but
rather than Sutherland felt the SB and BoS could work out the disagreement, rather than taking
the drastic action of dismissing the entire SB.
Daily Progress 1963-07-06 (pages 1, 10, and 11):
https://search.lib.virginia.edu/catalog/uva-lib:2667981
Also note that noted segregationist E. J. Oglesby was a member of the School Board at the time
and was dismissed.
At this time, Anna Yancey was the Samuel Miller District representative, Sutherland’s district,
and a supporter of the extracurricular ban. At the next BoS meeting, Sutherland would move to
re-appoint her, but would not receive a second on the motion.

Obituaries

Short Obit, 2005-01-25 Daily Progress

Obituary, 2005-01-26 Daily Progress

Article, 2005-01-26 Daily Progress

From the Daily Progress (Jan 26, 2005) after Sutherland’s death:
Former Albemarle Sheriff George Bailey, a friend of Sutherland's was one of the people
who suggested that the middle school be named for him in 1993. Sutherland was
Bailey's principal, teacher, baseball and basketball coach.
In history class he taught us to be good citizens. He knew Virginia history because he
was part of it. Mr. Sutherland's family has been here since before the Civil War. I
remember him telling us how his grandfather was captured by union soldiers and then
escaped.
This grandfather was likely Joseph Sutherland Jr., as his maternal grandfather was a child
during the Civil War. There is no record of Joseph Sutherland Jr. serving in the Confederate
States Army. Sutherland could have been in a local militia (there is a “Sutherland's Company,
Virginia Local Defense (Confederate)” listed in the "Units of the Confederate States Army" by
Joseph H. Crute, Jr.) or the Union Army could have just been like, hey, you’re 27 years old,
come with us.

BoS Minutes, 1954-05-19 https://lfweb.albemarle.org/weblink/DocView.aspx?id=4659&dbid=0
(note this is possibly while Sutherland was on the School Board, but prior to being on the BoS)

1956-06-20 BoS Minutes (Sutherland present)

McCue’s plan is described as “supremely defiant” in The Making of Massive Resistance:
Virginia's Politics of Public School Desegregation, 1954-1956 by Robbins L. Gates. It was
intended to push the responsibility for maintaining a segregated school system to the General
Assembly, thereby freeing localities from being the plaintiffs for the numerous lawsuits being
brought against them to desegregate (including in both Charlottesville and Albemarle).
1956-09-01 Special Meeting BoS Minutes (Sutherland not present)

BoS 1963-01-17 - Sutherland votes nay on motion to support creating Junior High schools to
relieve overcrowding.

The NAACP had previously voiced opposition to this (see Daily Progress
https://search.lib.virginia.edu/catalog/uva-lib:2666732/view#openLayer/uva-lib:2666750/3473/22
61/3/1/0) and I would guess that Rev. Johnson is the President of the Albemarle chapter?
No explanation for Sutherland’s votes has been found.

1963-12-19 BoS Meeting (Sutherland present, his last meeting)

Other Resources
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https://www.cvillepedia.org/M.Y._Sutherland_Jr.
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/36862783
https://news.virginia.edu/content/university-virginia-receives-6-million-gift-financial-aid-nu
rsing-scholarship-included
https://www.crozetgazette.com/2019/07/05/paul-h-cale-and-the-desegregation-of-albema
rle-county-public-schools/

